
DevelopingDeveloping SpeakingSpeaking SkillsSkills



WhyWhy do do wewe teachteach SpeakingSpeaking??

�� „„DuringDuring all all mymy life, I life, I havehave beenbeen doingdoing grammargrammar

and and readingreading, , butbut nobodynobody has has taughttaught meme howhow to to 

speakspeak English. I English. I couldn‘tcouldn‘t survivesurvive thethe mostmost

basicbasic taskstasks.“.“



DevelopingDeveloping SpeakingSpeaking SkillsSkills

�� WhyWhy do do wewe teachteach SpeakingSpeaking SkillsSkills??

�� SpeakingSpeaking Test / Final Test / Final examexam

�� SpeakingSpeaking forfor TestingTesting (Schulaufgabenersatz)(Schulaufgabenersatz)

�� SpeakingSpeaking forfor everydayeveryday life life 

-- telephonetelephone conversationsconversations at at workwork

-- beingbeing a a touristtourist

-- helpinghelping touriststourists/ / foreignersforeigners in Germanyin Germany



WhatWhat problemsproblems do do wewe encounterencounter in in thethe

classroomclassroom thatthat makemake teachingteaching speakingspeaking

skillsskills a a difficultdifficult tasktask??

�� ClassroomsClassrooms crammedcrammed withwith furniturefurniture

�� UnmotivatedUnmotivated studentsstudents

�� StudentsStudents‘ lack of ‘ lack of vocabularyvocabulary

�� StudentsStudents‘ lack of ‘ lack of grammargrammar

�� TooToo manymany studentsstudents in in oneone classroomclassroom

�� TeachersTeachers feelingfeeling uselessuseless ifif theythey allowallow theirtheir

studentsstudents to to produceproduce faultyfaulty EnglishEnglish



WhatWhat do do studentsstudents needneed to to produceproduce

speechspeech??

�� onlyonly aboutabout 150 150 wordswords areare neededneeded to to produceproduce
everydayeveryday languagelanguage (+ high (+ high frequencyfrequency „„grammargrammar
wordswords“ “ likelike ‚and‘, ‚‚and‘, ‚butbut‘, ‚so‘, etc.)‘, ‚so‘, etc.)

�� mostlymostly memorisedmemorised chunkschunks joinedjoined togethertogether forfor
variousvarious situationssituations (‚I (‚I havehave gotgot …‘)…‘)

�� CoreCore grammargrammar
((Do Do wewe reallyreally needneed Simple Simple PastPast -- PresentPresent PerfectPerfect, , 

conditionalsconditionals etc. etc. forfor speakingspeaking??))



WhatWhat do do studentsstudents needneed to to produceproduce

speechspeech??

�� LinkersLinkers (‚(‚thenthen‘, ‚‘, ‚becausebecause‘, ‚‘, ‚suddenlysuddenly‘)‘)

�� CircumlocutionCircumlocution strategiesstrategies ((gettinggetting aroundaround a a 

wordword I I don‘tdon‘t knowknow))

�� StrategiesStrategies forfor interactiveinteractive communicationcommunication

((activeactive listeninglistening, , takingtaking up up whatwhat thethe speakerspeaker has just has just 

toldtold youyou, , gesturesgestures, etc.), etc.)

�� CorrectCorrect wordword stress and stress and pronunciationpronunciation



SpeakingSpeaking--relatedrelated SkillsSkills

�� ListeningListening SkillsSkills

�� abilityability to to developdevelop a a conversationconversation

�� imitationimitation of of wordword stress and stress and 

pronunciationpronunciation

((�� teacherteacher as as rolerole modelmodel))

�� expandingexpanding basicbasic vocabularyvocabulary byby beingbeing

exposedexposed to to variedvaried languagelanguage

�� InteractiveInteractive communicationcommunication skillsskills



TeacherTeacher as as rolerole--modelmodel

�� Am I good Am I good enoughenough to to bebe a a rolerole modelmodel oror shouldshould I I exposeexpose

mymy studentsstudents to to nativenative--speakersspeakers onlyonly??

�� ShouldShould I stick to I stick to mymy favouritefavourite 10 10 oror 15 15 classclass--roomroom

phrasesphrases oror useuse moremore variedvaried languagelanguage??

�� greatgreat, , excellentexcellent, , fantasticfantastic, superb, , superb, marvellousmarvellous, , staggeringstaggering, , 

awesomeawesome, , magnificentmagnificent, , brilliantbrilliant, , perfectperfect, , outstandingoutstanding, , amazingamazing, , 

astonishingastonishing, , incredibleincredible, , unbelievableunbelievable



Let‘sLet‘s trytry thingsthings outout

But ...



ExamplesExamples don‘tdon‘t workwork forfor everyoneeveryone

–– reflectreflect on on givengiven taskstasks::

�� WhatWhat do do thethe studentsstudents havehave to do to do (‚(‚HowHow cancan I I explainexplain thethe

tasktask?‘)?‘)

�� WhatWhat isis thethe rolerole of of thethe teacherteacher? ? ((prepre--taskstasks, , duringduring

activityactivity))

�� WhatWhat doesdoes thethe activityactivity practisepractise? ? ((purposepurpose))

�� WhatWhat changeschanges will I will I havehave to to makemake to to useuse itit in in „„mymy““

classroomclassroom??

�� WhatWhat possiblepossible alternatives alternatives areare therethere? ? (‚(‚finefine--tuningtuning‘)‘)



ActivityActivity overviewoverview
Developing Speaking Skills 

 
Activity Instructions Ziel Varianten Für 

Klasse(n)… 
Information gap activities 

Polite questions 
 

Jeder S hat 2 
vorgegebene 
Informationen; alle 
weiteren von 
verschiedenen 
Schülern in der 
Klasse erfragen 

Fragestellung 
Landeskundliche 
Informationen 

Statt „polite“ questions: 
scrambled words � 
daraus Frage erstellen; 
Fragen inhaltlich an 
Jahrgangsstufe 
anpassen 

9/10, 
in vereinfachter 
Variante: alle 

Describing people 
 

� siehe Handout Personenbeschreibungen 
Vocabulary 
Asking for clarification, 
ggf. Buchstabieren 

Who’s who 
Siehe auch bei paired 
activities 

Ab 7. 

Who’s who � siehe Handout 
Gruppenspiel 

Personenbeschreibungen  
Vocabulary 
Asking for clarification 

Describing people  
Siehe auch bei paired 
activities 

Ab 7. 

Paired activities 
Paired interviews 
(and reporting) 

� Man stellt sich 
gegenseitig Fragen. 
(Beispiele für Nicht-
Standard-Fragen 
siehe Handout.) Die 
Ergebnisse muss 
man dann einer 
dritten Person im 
Raum mitteilen: This 
is Andrea... 

Erste Runde: Fragen 
stellen, persönliche 
Informationen geben 
(Speaking Test Teil 1) 
Teil 2 ggf: indirekte Rede 
üben, 
Gedächtnistraining 

Anwendung auf Texte: 
Text teilen, jeder liest 
einen Abschnitt und 
berichtet darüber:  
5 – Bonnie to the rescue 
7 – An urgent phone call 

alle 



ActivitiesActivities

�� PairedPaired interviewinterview

�� Inner/ Inner/ OuterOuter CircleCircle

�� Find Find someonesomeone whowho ......

�� FamilyFamily treetree



FamilyFamily TreeTree



ActivitiesActivities

�� SomethingSomething youyou brokebroke

�� TheThe CokeCoke MachineMachine

�� Name Name thethe countrycountry

�� DoctorsDoctors and Nursesand Nurses

�� NoughtsNoughts and and CrossesCrosses

�� Oldtimers and NewcomersOldtimers and Newcomers



ActivitiesActivities

�� ApplesApples

�� Mime Mime storystory

�� TheThe AppointmentAppointment

�� TheThe stupid stupid monkeymonkey

�� LanguageLanguage StretchingStretching

�� FiveFive--minuteminute--activitiesactivities

�� GameGame: „Tell : „Tell youryour groupgroup““



ThankThank youyou

forfor listeninglistening

& & 

speakingspeaking!!


